
44   www.buffalojewishfederation.org | July 2019

(NOT) THE LAST WORD

Are YOU an Owner Yet?
By Jill Komm 

On a cold winter day in February 2018, 
I came across a post in the Nextdoor App 
advertising The Village Co-op Market of 
Williamsville. Shocked that I hadn’t heard 
of the new market yet, I researched and 
learned that a small group of people had 
come together to create a big idea.

A food co-op is a collectively-owned 
grocery store that focuses on healthy 
food choices from local sources. While 
anyone can shop at a co-op, member-
owners receive special discounted 
prices, have the ability to vote for the 
organization’s leaders, board members 
and initiatives, and have the potential to 
receive a patronage refund in proportion 
to purchased amount when there is a 
profit.

Additionally, joining a food co-op 

supports family farms, nutrition education, regional artisan 
foods, environmental stewardship, organic farming, fair trade and 
sustainable agriculture. Many Buffalonians are familiar with the 
Lexington and East Aurora Co-ops, which have both built incredible 
community initiatives around town.  However, nothing exists of this 

nature northeast of the City.
It is going to take 3-5 years to have a physical 

location up and running for the Village Co-op Market of 
Williamsville, which hopes to reside somewhere along 
Main Street.  To make that happen, they need to sign up 
about 1500 member-owners in order to open the doors.  
To become a member-owner, it requires a one-time, 
lifetime investment of $150 per household. I hemmed and 
hawed for about a week and decided to send in a check. I 
figured that $150 was a small price to pay to give people 
a chance to fulfill their dream. So on February 27, 2018, I 
officially became member-owner 65.

People often ask the following questions when they 
hear about the new co-op:

If I join do I have to work there?  
No Way!!  The co-op will hire and pay employees.  

You just get to enjoy your shopping experience!
Do I have to live in the Village of Williamsville to join?
Definitely NOT! You must be 18 years old and live 

in the state of New York.  It’s as simple as that!
I now volunteer by managing the website. It has been 

a fun and rewarding experience to watch this small 
group with a big idea grow closer to a reality. You’ll 
find a Village Co-op Market of Williamsville tent at the 
Williamsville Farmer’s Market where member-owners 
and board members will be there to answer questions 
and help you sign up! Of course, you can always visit 
www.villagecoopmarket.com for more information or to 
sign up online. With 341 member-owners as of June 14, 
2019, the co-op is moving in the right direction. If you’re 
hemming and hawing over joining too, don’t hesitate to 
be in touch! I’m excited to have another healthy food 
option for my family.  If this excites you too, maybe you’ll 
be member-owner 342!

Jill Komm is Social Media & Communications Director 
for the Buffalo Jewish Federation.  
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